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The College Cash Machine

From Gatorade to Sharkskin, Research Is Paying Dividends at UF

by Rick Sapp

In the 1960s, Florida Field was never an
easy place to play football. The humidity
in September and October hovered around
90 percent and temperatures soared to 100
degrees. Even players in the finest physical
condition of their lives simply wilted late in
games.

So, the University of Florida’s football
coaches asked Robert Cade, a physician at
Shands, to find a solution. Cade gathered
fellow researchers Dana Shires, Jim Free
and Alejandro de Quesada and eventually
the group developed a drink that became
Gatorade.

Today, Gatorade is the official sports
drink of the National Basketball Association,
the Professional Golf Association, Major
League Baseball, Major League Soccer
and numerous other elite and professional
organizations and teams. Available in more
than 50 nations, its sales top $3 billion each
year. But what’s more important to UF is that
every time a weekend warrior retires to the
shade with a bottle of Gatorade or a college

Company resident Darin Cook relaxes in the trading room where members
of his team buy and sell hundreds of millions of dollars in natural gas.

Inside

] Biotech Partner Drops UF Plan

Free Business Software
How to Build an Ad Budget

coach gets doused from a cooler, a tiny cash
register goes “ka-ching,” ringing up royalties
that help fund part of a professor’s salary or
the school’s utility bill, or, perhaps even more
importantly, more ground-breaking research.

“Often, Gatorade revenue has provided
seed money for projects that offered great
potential but were still in the developmental
stage,” says Win Phillips, UF’s vice president
for research. “Many of these projects went on
to win competitive national grants, recouping
the university’s investment in them many
times over.”

Gatorade is certainly the star result of
research at the University of Florida, but it is
far from the only one. In the 43 years since
Cade’s team created the sports drink, the
school has produced a steadily growing list
of patents, inventions and licenses. What’s
more, it has become a leader in bringing
great ideas out of the research closet and into
the public arena, helping fill jobs and create
wealth for the school, venture investors and

bright inventors. Here is the rest of the story.
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Practically every department and division of the University of Florida is involved in research, including
continued on page 20  the College of Veterinary Medicine.

Infinite Success

Infinite Energy Has Grown from Start-up to $700-Million Business
by Bringing High-Tech Solutions to a Low-Tech Industry

by Kevin Ireland

In a quiet wooded area off SW 24th Avenue, Darin
Cook and Rich Blaser have developed a company that has
to be considered the definition of success.

In just 14 years, the partners have grown Infinite Energy
from a two-man start-up into a business with 65,000
customers, a staff of 325 and revenues that should hit $700
million in 2008. Along the way, the company has been
named Supplier of the Year by the Florida Restaurant and
Lodging Association, and earned a spot on Florida Trend’s
list of largest privately held companies in the state. And
the Warrington College of Business has honored Cook, the
company president, as its Entrepreneur of the Year.

Infinite Energy sells natural gas, buying from

“OUR BELIEF IS IN
CONTROLLED GROWTH.”
DARIN COOK

major suppliers, then reselling to wholesale and retail
customers in Florida, Georgia, New Jersey and New
York. What’s driven the company’s growth is not the
price of the product but the partners’ forward thinking and
technological savvy.

continued on page 16
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SHAKE IT Up

Enjoy holiday shopping in a storybook setting.

AIM Mail Center « Bath Junkie « Cherry Lane + Cucina Mia « Dionysus Wine Bar
Flour Pot Bakery - Gainesville Health & Fitness Center - Gainesville Running & Walking
La La The Little Department Store « Lang Jewelers, Inc. (Coming Soon) « Nature's Table « Northwest Seafood
Oceans Restaurant » Peterbrooke Chocolatier « Salon 19 - Starbucks « TCBY - Tioga Dental Associates

TIOGATOWNCENTER.COM



tq Sandler Training

s =Ongoing Sales Trainir
s -~Management Training

"
s =Leadership Skills rﬁ:
Development E:w I
s ~Executive Coaching / |
s -Keynote Speakers

S mAssessments
s =~ Systems Implementation

Stu Lewis

P.O. Box 770456 Phone: 352-459-3534
Ocala, FL 34477-0456 Fax: 352-205-7851
www.lewis.sandler.com stulewis@sandler.con

@ 180° From Traditional Sales Traini

Learn More to Earn More

Reasons to Join Haile Plantation
Golf and Country Club TODAY

9905 SW 44th Avenue, Haile Plantation

T Gary Player signature Golf Course

I Gainesville’s newest and most exciting Tennis Facility
I Fitness Center and Heated Pool

T Numerous Dining and Social Opportunities

T Great Networking Opportunities

I Families of all ages are Welcome

T Memberships from just $65 per month

T NEW Young Executive Membership Category

T No Assessments or Dining Minimums

Call Membership Director Debbie Sorgi TODAY
at 352-335-0055 x224 or just stop by the Club.
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