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SOME CHARGE THAT THE WAY THE CITY 
OPERATES CREATES AN UNFRIENDLY 
CLIMATE FOR SMALL BUSINESS

WHAT’S THE REAL STORY?
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2008. Smart Money chooses Gainesville as the #1 
place to retire in an economic downturn.
2007. Sperling’s Cities Ranked and Rated calls 
Gainesville the best place to live in the entire U.S. 
2005. Popular Science names Gainesville #1 
among Top Tech Cities.

Year in and year out, our area wins honors as a great place to live. But as 
a great place to operate a business? Well, there you’ll find mixed praise. 

Some business owners and local leaders say starting and running a business in 
Gainesville is problematic because of what they perceive to be an anti-business bias 
on the part of city officials. But Gainesville’s elected officials and department heads 
say they’re simply trying to balance the needs of business owners with those of 
private citizens. continued on p. 22
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