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City and County Traffic Congestion Cures
Could Make It More Difficult to Get Around

by Rick Sapp

After years of debate, Gainesville and
Alachua County have embarked on an
ambitious plan for road redesign that could
have major impacts on traffic around the
University of Florida, the downtown area
and in the western suburbs. The changes also
could push the region closer to a vision some
city and county officials share for extensive
mass transit and more walkable cities.

The most controversial and expensive
elements call for the narrowing of sections
of Main Street, Archer Road and perhaps
even University Avenue. Along with these
changes, the county Department of Growth
Management is now considering whether to
abandon proposed plans to expand roads west
of the city and instead build dedicated bus
lanes to encourage mass transit.

Planners believe narrowing city roads
could help downtown commerce and make
pedestrian traffic there and along Archer Road
much safer.

Dan Burden, partner and senior urban
designer with Glatting Jackson in Orlando,

has experience with road-narrowing
decisions from Seattle to Golden, Col. to
Florida. “Typically, business climbs by 30
percent after redesigning a commercial
area,” Burden says.

But critics aren’t so sure. Speaking
specifically of the plan to shrink Main
Street, local developer Ken McGurn says:
“It limits our growth, and as we grow we
are going to need the lanes we have now.
When you [reduce lanes], it becomes much,
much, much, much worse. I’'m against what
they’re doing and have been, and I just
think it is truly bad for business.”

WHO MAKES THESE PLANS?

Officials at several levels of government
make decisions on transportation, working
through the Metropolitan Transportation
Planning Organization, or MTPO, as well as
with the staff of the North Central Florida
Regional Planning Council and various
consultants.

The MTPO is responsible for developing a
“continuing, comprehensive and cooperative
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urban transportation planning program for the
Gainesville Metropolitan Area”—something
that is required to receive federal and state
funds for road projects. The seven Gainesville
city and five Alachua County commissioners,
plus several non-voting members, serve on the
MTPO.

While the MTPO is charged with creating a
“safe and efficient” long-range plan, members

eliminating lanes on some roads, such as this section of Archer Road, and constructing bus-only lanes
on Newberry Road.

have decided to broaden the group’s basic
scope to promote a “multimodal transportation
system.”

The goals, as expressed through the plan’s
visioning statement are to balance growth
between East and West Gainesville, to
create walkable university and town centers
and to give people a choice in modes of
transportation. continued on page 22

As one of its many events, the Gainesville Sports Commission annually

hosts the Archery Shooters Association Florida 3-D Pro/Am, which brings

thousands to Gainesville.
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A Modest Investment with a Giant Return

by Rick Sapp

If you could invest $11 and earn $1,200 each year, would
you do it?

Certainly you would because that incredible level of
return is better than a compounding Certificate of Deposit;
better than investing in gold; better even than blue-chip oil
stocks.

It’s also the rate of return the Gainesville Sports
Commission generates by using the relatively modest
support it receives from local government to draw tens of
thousands of amateur athletes to this area every year.

Working with an annual $110,000 grant from Alachua
County, plus relatively limited local group support, the
three-member staff of the GSC competes with large and
small cities around the country that are interested in hosting
events. Clearly, it’s having success. GSC executive director
Jack Hughes, a veteran sports organizer and non-profit

agency manager, says the county grant, in addition to local
sponsorships, allows Gainesville and Alachua County to
host between 30 and 40 non-college sports events each year.

“OUR MISSION IS TO BE A LEADING VOICE OF
THE SPORTS AND TOURISM INDUSTRIES IN

ALACHUA COUNTY....” WWW.GSOC.COM

The Florida Sports Foundation estimates those amateur
events produce $12 million a year in revenue for local
businesses. That’s compared to the estimated $38 million
generated annually by University of Florida athletic events,
according to a study by Alan W. Hodges, W. David Mulkey
and Thomas J. Stevens of UF’s Institute of Food and

Agricultural Sciences. continued on page 28
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Reasons to Join Haile Plantation
Golf and Country Club TODAY

T Gary Player signature Golf Course

I Gainesville’s newest and most exciting Tennis Facility
I Fitness Center and Heated Pool

T Numerous Dining and Social Opportunities

T Great Networking Opportunities

I Families of all ages are Welcome

T Memberships from just $65 per month

T NEW Young Executive Membership Category

T No Assessments or Dining Minimums

Call Membership Director Debbie Sorgi TODAY
at 352-335-0055 x224 or just stop by the Club.
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